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Every year, around 21,000 women and 25,000 men are diagnosed with
cancer in Switzerland; around 17,000 people die as a result of the disease.
Cancer is often a disease of old age. Two thirds of cancer patients are over
65 years old at the time of diagnosis.  
Breast, prostate, bowel, lung and skin (melanoma) cancers are the most
common. They account for over half of all new cases.
According to WHO estimates, 30-50% of all cancers are preventable. A
healthy lifestyle - with sufficient exercise, a balanced diet, little alcohol, no
smoking, protection from UV radiation - as well as vaccinations (HPV,
hepatitis B) and regular check-ups reduce the risk of cancer.
The chances of survival have improved. The relative 5-year survival rate rose
from 58% (1996-2000) to 69% (2017-2021). 
Early detection and modern therapies have contributed significantly to lower
mortality and better survival rates. Many types of cancer are now curable if
they are detected and treated early.
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Visit www.nacr.ch and www.cancer-registration.ch for more information.

Five year relative survival since 1996

Age at diagnosis Rates of new cases and deaths 
by region
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